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Foreword 
I am thrilled to be writing the foreword to this valuable addition to the Better 
Conversations set of resources, which are designed to help speech and lan-
guage therapists implement our unique approach to communication partner 
training underpinned by Conversation Analysis. Since the launch of the free 
Better Conversations with Aphasia (BCA) e-learning resource in 2013 we have 
seen a steady growth in the Better Conversations community of practice. BCA 
now has thousands of registered users worldwide, and there are a growing
number of translations of therapy handouts. Cultural adaptations are being 
explored. We have refined the underpinning principles of the Better 
Conversations approach over the years and now the Better Conversations Lab 
at UCL includes researchers transferring these principles to a range of 
communication difficulties experienced by adults and children, including 
primary progressive aphasia (a rare dementia), Parkinson’s, and 
developmental language disorder. Better Conversations with Brain Injury – For 
Kids is a very welcome addition, because it addresses directly the impact of 
communication difficulties caused by stroke and traumatic brain injury on 
children. Typically, we tend only to offer communication partner training to 
spouses and friends of a person with a communication difficulty, and all our 
resources target adults. This book is direct and engaging, and children can 
make it their own through writing and drawing so it becomes a long-lived
 resource. It has been adapted from BCA and road-tested by an innovative and 
skilled speech and language therapist with a passion for communication 
partner training, one of our strongest evidence-based interventions certainly 
for stroke-related aphasia. I have no doubt it will be a go-to resource for 
others, and I feel sure it will promote research into this exciting emerging area 
of communication partner training for children who have a parent with brain 
injury.

Dr Suzanne Beeke
Better Conversations Lab, University College London
July 2021
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Det glæder mig at skrive forordet til denne vigtige tilføjelse til Better Conversations ressourcerne, der er designet til at hjælpe logopæder med at implementere vores unikke tilgang til samtalepartnertræning. Siden lanceringen, af den gratis Better Conversations with Aphasia (BCA) e-lærings-ressource i 2013, er Better Conversations praksisfællesskabet vokset. I dag har BCA tusinder af registrerede brugere over hele verden, og der er et stigende antal oversættelser af materialet inkl. dansk. 
’Bedre samtaler efter hjerneskade – for børn’ er en kærkommen tilføjelse, fordi den direkte adresserer, den påvirkning forældres kommunikationsvanskeligheder, forårsaget af apopleksi og traumatisk hjerneskade, har på børn. Bogen er direkte til børnene selv. De kan gøre den til deres egen ved at skrive og tegne heri og på den måde have glæde af den i lang tid. Bogen er tilpasset fra BCA og afprøvet af en innovativ og dygtig logopæd, der brænder for samtalepartnertræning, hvilket er en af vores stærkeste evidensbaserede interventioner indenfor afasi efter stroke. Jeg er ikke i tvivl om, at den bliver en go-to-ressource i arbejdet med børn, der har en forælder med hjerneskade.
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Det er en stor glæde, at vi nu har en dansk version af Emma Louise Sinnots fine materiale. Materialet er oversat og adapteret til dansk i en bacheloropgave af Tonja Frederiksen Hold fra Syddansk Universitet. Materialet er gennemset af danske logopæder og derefter yderligere tilpasset dansk sprog og kontekst. God fornøjelse med brugen deraf.
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Syddansk Universitet
Oktober 2023
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Imagine a filing cabinet inside 
your head full of all the words 

you know.

When a brain injury happens 
it’s like someone pulled ALL the 
words out of the filing cabinet, 
threw them back in and then 

locked the doors!
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Forestil dig, at der er et skab med skuffer i dit hoved. Skufferne er fyldt med papirer med alle de ord, du kender. 
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Når man får en hjerneskade, føles det som om, nogen har taget ALLE ordene ud af skufferne, kastet dem tilbage ned i skufferne og låst dem inde! 
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Beeke, S., Volkmer, A. & Farrington-Douglas, C. (2021) TeleCPT: 
Delivery of a Better Conversations Approach to Communication 
Partner Training During a Global Pandemic and Beyond. ASHA 
Perspectives SIG 17 Global Issues in Communication Sciences and 
Related Disorders https://doi.org/10.1044/2021_PERSP-21-00160 

Open access link: https://discovery.ucl.ac.uk/id/eprint/10140644/

Best W., Maxim J., Heilemann C., Beckley F., Johnson F., Edwards 
S.I., Howard D. & Beeke S. (2016) Conversation Therapy with 
People with Aphasia and Conversation Partners using Video 
Feedback: A Group and Case Series Investigation of Changes in 
Interaction.Frontiers in Human Neuroscience 10:562. 

https://doi.org/10.3389/fnhum.2016.00562

 

Better Conversations Website:
tinyurl.com/BetterConversationsLab

FURTHER SOURCES 

The following links provide further information about 
aphasia and brain injury: 

https://www.stroke.org.uk/what-is-aphasia

https://www.aphasia.org/aphasia-definitions/

https://www.headway.org.uk
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I disse links kan der findes mere information om afasi og hjerneskade: 
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Jeg vil gerne sige stort tak til Aneurin Bevan University Health Board for deres finansiering af dette materiale. Tak til medlemmerne af the Community Neuro Rehab Service og Adult SLT Service for deres fortsatte støtte. Tak til Dr. Suzanne Beeke for hendes vedvarende entusiasme for dette projekt. Jeg vil også gerne takke Hr. A, hvis familie var inspirationskilde til materialet. 
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Emma Louise Sinnott er en højt specialiseret logopæd, som arbejder med voksne med neurologiske vanskeligheder i Sydwales. Hun er specialiseret i at arbejde med mennesker med afasi og kognitive kommunikationsvanskeligheder. Emma Louise brænder for at give mennesker med kommunikationsvanskeligheder muligheden for selvstændigt at leve et tilfredsstillende og aktivt liv. 
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